PacB, a plasmid-encoded property which confers to E. coli K12 resistance to channel-forming colicins.
Plasmids belonging to incompatibility groups HI (subgroups HI2 and HI3 but not HI1) and HII but not from any other incompatibility group, confer to E. coli resistance against the bactericidal action of colicin B. Additionally it was demonstrated that this plasmid-encoded property, PacB, is not restricted to a specific colicin (colicin B) but also modifies bacterial susceptibility to the lethal activity determined by the channel-forming colicins A, B, E1, Ia, Ib, K, and N. PacB+ bacteria remain susceptible to colicins with other modes of action. This property appears to be highly conserved among the HI2 plasmids.